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ReEveELATION XIX. 6. 


And I heard as it were the. voice of a great multi- 
tude, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thuuderings, ſaying, Alleluia: 
for the Lord God amnipotent reignetb. 


Y chriſtian friends, I am perſuaded 
M you want no proof of the intereſting . 
and important truth which the text 
contains, nor ſhall I at preſent undertake ſo ſu- 
perfluous a taſl as the eſtabliſhment of a doc- 
trine which appears in every page both of the 
jewiſh and the chriſtian ſcriprures, which you 
may infer from the relation of creator, and 
from the perfections of omnipreſence and om- 
niſcience, which you may read in the fortunes 
of religion, in the revolutions of political ſo- 
ciety, in the perpetuity of the laws of nature, 
in the viciſitudes of day and night, of ſeed- time 
and harveſt, of ſummer and winter: * the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth;” At a time when 
the conſolation which this doctrine ſpeaks is 
wanted, you, I truſt, do not need to have 
the doctrine proved, and to all the ordinary 
purpoles of life, I hope, you are not unprac- 
tied in the application of it. 


It is your intereſts as citizens, as members of 
political ſociety, that I now wiſh you to con- 
template in the light which the ſovereign doe 
minion and univerſal providence of God throws 


\ 


. pleaſing expectation in more extenſive trials, 


upon them. The conſiderations which haye 


io oft afforded you ſupport, peace, comfort, 5 
hope in the midſt of perſonal and domeſtic ſel 
trials, will be found capable of yielding like © 


ſteady firmneſs, like patient acquieſcence, like co 


in public calamities, amidſt the dangers, the 
ſufferings, and convulſions of the civil world. 


In any human government you may fay that 
there is weakneſs, that there is error, that there not 
are crimes : there is no human government, WM anc 


in any period of its exiſtence, not your own Ml clo 
happy conſtitution, even in its beſt days, with. tice 
out imperfection of power, of principle, and of 
adminiſtration; in the government of God 
there is no error, no weakneſs, no imperfec- goy 
tion of whatever kind; every thing, without and 
exception, is both wiſe and good. It may Wl the 
ſeemi otherwiſe, but it only feems fo. In that 
the adminiſtration of an independent, almighty, den- 
ever-a@ive ſpirit, that is every where, and WM and 
knows every thing, thtat-is. light in which there WM can: 
is no darkneſs at all, and love in which there i thor 
no envy or indifference, there can be nothing WW pror 
wrong. The poſition is an irrefutable inference WW it w 
from the abſolute perfection of the divine Bi grac 
mind; the difficulties which may occaſionally gove 
riſe up againſt it, to check or to enfeeble ti: WF may 
aſſent it merits, are the neceſſary refult of hu. men 
man imperfection. It is but a little portion d favo 


the works and ways of God that we _— 


* 


of their innumerable relations and tendencies. 


we ſee but few, of their progreſs not much, 
and of their ſprings and iſſues nothing. The 
ſchemes of providence are much too various, 
complicated, and extenſive for the narrow 
comprehenſiog and the feeble graſp of man. 
The exuberant diſplays that we behold.gf wiſ- 
dom, power, and goodneſs, every where, and 
eyery day, juſtify, demand, and, in the well- 
formed mind, will generate and uphold a firm 
and lively faith that they are where they are 
not ſeen; that God is righteous in all his ways, 

and holy in all his works; that even when 
clouds and darkneſs are round about him, juſ- 
tice and mer are the hebiration of his done. 


| I the Lord God omnipotent * in 100 


government of the univerſe, all has been, is, 
and will be well. The principles in which 
the dangers that you fear or the calamities 
that you deplore, originate, are good; the ten- 
dencies of your preſent circumſtances are good; 
and the iſſues will be good alſo. That you 
cannot ſee this, proves nothing but your own 
ſhort-ſightedneſs. - Lou may believe, it will 
promote your comfort, it will exalt your piety, 
it will improve your characters, and not dif. 
grace your reaſon to believe, that, under the 
government of God, ' whatever the appearances 
may be, bad men are not preferred, nor good 
men neglected, that truth and virtue are the 
favourites of the King of kings, and that 
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cauſe God extracts from them both natural and 


8 „ 
through the haſty, ſometimes perplexing and 
tumultuous, but ever; in themſelves, diminy- 
tive vicifſitudes of this world, all is on its pro. 
greſs to a glorious and triumphant end: Cull 
upon your ſouls then, and call upon your 
brethren, on all the ſubjects of this migiity em. 
pire, by whatever names you may diſtinguiſh 
them of friend or fee, call upon all who live 
under the government of 'heaven, ſaying Alle. 
Iuta, for the Lord God cad is 129 85 
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But though his ſovereign dominion is a "fob. in 
ject of praiſe and exultation, and juſtifies the W th 
conſolatory perſuaſion that every thing is good, 
it does by no means follow thence, either that 
in all his ſubjects every thing is laudable; or MW » 
that we are bound fo to acquiefce in every WM b) 
ſituation as to remain in it inactive and ſupine, W 2" 


Neither vice nor pain put off their nature be. WW re. 


moral good. The difobedience of the divine 
law is not the leſs diſobedience for that — — 
rurn it to the advantage of his ſubjects. 

feelings of the human mind from any — 
— bn we call evil, are not rhe leſs grievous for 
that God can employ them in its intereſts 
The ſentiments which pain and vice excite 
ſentiments of averſion and abhorrence, and it u 
by means of theſe ſentiments ordinarily. and lo 
far us we ſee, principally, that the great run 
of the world employs them in the fervice u 


virtue and of happineſs. The natural =y 
al 


C93 


and conſequences of the cauſes that produce» 
either, uncorrected and unoppoſed. are ruinous: 
the ſentiments that attend them are the im- 


cauſes: they are more than a permiſſion from 
the ruler of the univerſe, they are the notices. 
by which he ſignifies his will, the motives by 
which he prompts us, and in which therefore he 
virtually commands us to amend, when they 
need it, the character and condition both of 
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in ſuch a ſtate that they ſhall not need correc+ 
tion. e 4 ITT awd 


It were a ſtrange elogium of the crimes hy 
which human laws are violated, to plead that 
by means of the ſanctions of theſe laws, or hy 
any means, the legiſlature converted them ta 
good. It were a very ſingular argument for 
remaining under the guilt, the danger, and the 


lion againſt legitimate and well-uſed power, 
that the government could convert ſuch-rebel- 
lion to its own more firm eſtabliſhment, and 
to the improved ſecurity and comfort of ita 
ſubjects. It were an uncouth reaſon for con- 
tinuing, with the power of eſcaping from them, 
under oppreſſion and in poverty, that the ono 
naturally inſtigates to righteous vengeance, and 
the other to uſeful induſtry. That pain is 
good in that it drives the ſufferer from the 
pernicious cauſes that create it, and excites the 

. ſpectator 
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pulſes of nature to check the operation of theſe, 


ourſelves and of one another, and to keep them 


proſcriptions of an unjuſt and hopeleſs rebel- 
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ſpectator to compaſſion, is no perſuaſive to 
| abide. in it; and that the vices of the vicious 
may be employed to correct, to puniſh, to 
exterminate the vicious, or to prove, confirm, 
and perfect the virtues of the virtuous, is cer. 
tainly no — ial vice is laudable. 


"Aceoritiiig to che viincigles with which God 
has formed our nature, we are to regulate our 
conduct, and not according to any narrow, 
dark, conjectural views we can attain concerning 
the principles and inſtruments of his govern- 
ment. In conforming to our nature our duty 
lies, and our intereſt too lies there, otherwiſe 
our nature had been differently formed. It is 
ours to obey the laws which, for our good, 
have been preſcribed to us, and it is God's, 
if thoſe laws are violated; to control the viola: 
tion of them, and to direct it to ſome happy 
iſſue. We muſt fly from pain and vice, we 
muſt exert our powers, both for ourſelves and 
others, to ſubdue and to extinguiſh them: nature 
urges this, and God commands it. If, in per- 
verſe defiance of theſe obligations, we cleave 
to that which is evil, it can afford us neither 
apology nor comfort that the principles of the 
divine government are kind, and that the iſſues 
of it will be good. To us, at leaſt, its diſpo- 
ſitions had been kinder, and the iſſues of its 
adminiſtration better, if we had been wie 
enough to ſeek our intereſt in the road intq 
which God directed and impelled us. It is 

", _m 
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1 
true he can convert our fins and follies into 


good, and that he will bring good out of them; 
but it is equally true that as it may be by 
(ther means, and in ways which we conceive 


not, ſo it may be through the intervention of 


our ſufferings, and poſſibly of our ruin. Our 
rule of duty, and therefore of intereſt too, lies 
in the notices of God's will concerning what 
he would have us do, and has.no dependence 


on his ability or his purpoſe to make good 
come, either of our diſobedience or faithful- 


neſs. 

That may be all well with reſpect to divine 
N counſels which is by no means well with re- 
. ſpect to human characters. God can turn the 
" oppreſſion of ynrighteous governors; and the 
y invaſions of rapacious enemies to good, yet to 
n ſuch ſinners their miſconduct is nevertheleſs 
0 imputable: ſuch governors and ſuch invaders 
ol are anſwerable both to God and man. You 
1 are under no obligation from this, or from 
6 any conſideration to a tame acquieſcence and 
* an abject non- reſiſtance: againſt both equal- 
he ly, if you have the power, undoubtedly you 
es have the right, to vindicate and defend and 
0 help yourſelves, as much as againſt the tyger, 


or the deluge, or the ſtorm. Tou are not 
ouliged to fetve, nor to reſpect, nor to ſubmin 
to the vices that oppreſs or injure you: in any 
circumſtance, whatever place it holds, what- 
ever purpoſes it may promote in the counſels 
| of 
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of the world's great governor, it is moſt cer. 
tainly allowed you to maintain the dignity of 
the human character, and to apply the powers 
which God has given you, whether in your- 
ſelves or in thoſe he has connected with you, 
for the preſervation of your rights, and the 
amendment of your condition. What a con- 
ſolation !, Amidſt all the viciſſitudes, whether 
of private or of public life, however gloomy be 
their aſpect, and however burdenſome their 
preſſure, what a conſolation that they come 
from God, that in his counſels Good 1s the 
principle whence they proceed, and Good, in 
his adminiſtration, the end to which they are 
directed! That I and mine, all I am, and all 
I have, are in the hands of God, who 1s love, 
and who dwells in love, is a conſideration 
the ſoothing influence of which may be felt, 
and powerfully felt, by the pious mind, even 
in thoſe awful ſituations, the Jangua 
which i is, Lord, give us help from trouble, for 
vain is the help of man. This comfort we 
ſhould not have wanted, though we had not 
been permitted to look upon the folly that be- 
trays us into dangers, of the perverſeneſs that 
loads us with afflictions, in the light of de- 
merit, and as the objects of penal retribution: 
though we bad not been permitted to redrels 
grievances, and repel injuries, we might ſtil 
have had this cordial conſolation. How much 
better, amidſt the fluctuations of this uncertain 
life, is our ſituation, how much more powerful 


1ts 


E 
is hopes and conſolations, when to the firm 
ſuaſion that every calamitous event is fraught 


errand, and holds ſome benignant office in the 
divine adminiſtration, we can add, not only 
that it is permitted. us to reſtrain, to control, 
and to correct whatever wickedneſs of men 
mey have been the inſtrument of our afflictions, 
to lighten our burdens, to mitigate our ſuffer. 
ings, and to place. ourſelves in ſecurity and 
comfort; but alſo that the ſenſe of ſuffering 
and of injury, and the ſentiments of compaſ- 
fion and of generoſity, awakened by. ſuch ca. 
lamitous events, are, under the direction of 
prudence and of virtue, the warrant and the 
call of God to ſuch exertions. | 


When Pharaoh eren che ifractines in 
Goſhen, when Philip tyrannizes over thoſe 
friends of liberty and proteſtantiſm, whom we 
have now the misfortune to count among our 
enemies, when James's furious bigotry and in- 

temperate ambition ſends confuſion and dif- 
order through theſe kingdoms to perpetrate 
every evil work, who doubrs the criminality of 
James, of Philip, and of Pharaoh? or who 
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reſiſtances, the depoſitiqns that followed, ex- 
cept thoſe who have found arguments to prove 
that, to here and there an individual of the 
human family, God has given, what he himſelf 
bas not, a right to do evil, and laid all che 
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with kind deſign, and comes upon a gracious : 


wants arguments to juſtify the ſeceſſions, the 
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reſt of that mighty fatnily, in” perſoriat: wheth 


in natural powers, if every important intereſt 


on a level with this few; under an irrerriſfibl 
obligation to fubmir to their miſdoings. Pet 


all theſe oppreſſlons, notwithſtandĩn 
ſuffering of them was grievous,” and the inffid. 
ing of them criminal, and the oppoſition to 


that the 


them virtuous and laudable, were meant by 
providerice for good, for we know that they 


produced it. The wiſdom and benignity of 


the divine "counſels concerning theſe events, 
had no effect upon the obligations, either of 

the agents or the patients in theſe ſcenes; ot 
have they any influence upon the moral afpe 


of their conduct. In all their tribulations theſe 


ſufferers might have taken comfort from the 
conſideration that, in every cireumſtance, they 
could do what it was their duty to do, that it 
was permitted them to rectify what was ami 
with them if they could, and that whether they 


could or could not re&ify it, God would ſteer 
the comuncture to ſome happy iſſue. If Jo 


ſeph had foreſeen that his brethren would con 
ſpire againft his life, he might have had 
coinfort'if the thought that it was permſttel 
to ſhun tlie danger or repel it; he might h 
found acceffary conſolatioh in the thought 
that his life wWas in the hand of providence, 
and that whatever were the fucceſs of the 


reinpts 
iſſue of them” muſt be good. Te was god, 


that might be made againſt it, "thi 


wondrous | good indeed, on elevation of the 
— individual 
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individual, the preſervation of the family, the 
formation of a people Who have ſerved, and, 
continue {till to ſexve, the moſt: important: pur- 

poſes in the great plan of providence y yet all 
This good, which depended on the. attempt 
upon Joſeph's life, though ſeen by us in the 
cleareſt and the ſtrongeſt light, does not at all 


diminiſh, on the ane hand the approbation 


with which „ have contemplated his 
ſelf-defence, if he had been enabled at diſpoſed 
to exerciſeſthat right: nor on the ther hand 
che bartor: with»which! we think of the ſan- 
guinary project that was formed againſt it. 
That appears to us a very natural. and ia very 
juſt reflection, whack, in reſpect to a fraternal 
relation of à different kind, may, pethaps,. be 
coming home to our own boſoms, “ Verily 
we are guilty; concerning our brother, in that 
we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul when he be- 
ſought us, and We: would not hear, therefore 
is this diſtreſs come upon us.“ But be it that, 
for, whatever reaſon; and from whatever ſour- 
ces, diſtreſs of whatever kind is coming on 
us, beſide the comfort of - qur n exertions 
to repel, or to repair it, we have the comfort 
alſo that reſults from the aſſured: Portege. 
that 10 Lords God Almighty: . 


If your mk not peu W if | 


goyernment . hath not met the wiſhes of the 
people in reſpect either. of internal reformation 
or of e intereſts 3. if your repreſentatives 
B 2 r loi! have 
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have not repreſented you; if their electors have 
proſtituted their power ta illegal influence ct h 
to private gain; if yourinavies have not uphald f 
the dignity they were wont to boaſt ; if «your 
victories have had no: conſequences; 4f your 
negotiations have had no iſſue; if thete is 
diminution in the number and no relenting in 
the temper of your enemies; if your citizen WM © 
have been thinned; if your treaſury has been m 
impoveriſhed ; if the burdens that have been th 
impoſed on you are to be inereaſed'; all theſt WM e⸗ 
people and all theſe things were in the hand Wl 
of God, who could have given them any:othe fr 
diſpoſition, any other direction, any other form. WM g. 
Had he fo willed they had not been- ay ba th 
the Lord God omnipotent — 35697 ne 

CN! 4A of 

What will be the end of theſe things i it is not Wit 
for human penetration to predict, for who can by 
ſearching find out God ? It is not perhaps ealy 
to diſcern even the tendencies of theſe t 
So far as we ſeem to ſee them the proſpeck i 
not comfortable. Here, however, there is com 
fort, that their ultimate reſult, and probabi 
many of their intermediate conſequences, muſt 
be good, for the Lord God oninipotent Teigneth, 
If he will have it ſo, from beneath theſe cloud 
the glory of your country may emerge, and they 
may contribute to improve and to protrac its 
glory. It may be, for Britain has not bees 
humble in proſperity, ſne has not been pious 
under the benediction of the Almighty, ſhe ha 
not been faithful in the improvement of het 
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talents, ſhe has not been temperate in the uſe of 
her advantages and bleſſings, it may be that her 
ſun of glory 1 is ſetting in the weſtern {ky to riſe 
on a. more favoured hemiſphere: amidſt clouds 
indeed riſing there, but morning clouds which 
perhaps are ſoon to paſs away. It may be in 
the purpoſes of providence to: unite together in 
one mighty empire the advantages of every cli- 
mate, not in ſeparate diſtricts, ſcattered round | 
the centre of their union at the ends of the x 
earth, but in a-regular gradation of unbroken 
country, capable of eaſy intercourſe, peopled 
from the ſame ancient family, of the ſame lan- 
guage, manners, and attachments, bound toge- ſ 
ther by many common intereſts and reciprocal . 
neceſſities, and by the firm conſolidating cement | 
of property and blood freely ſacrificed by each I! 
in the common cauſe of all. It may be in the | 
purpoſes of providence, on yon weſtern ſhores | 
to raiſe the: bulwark of a purer reformation 
than ever Britain patronized: to found a leſs 
burdenſome, more auſpicious, ſtable and incor- 
ruptible government than ever Britain has en- 
joyed : and to eſtabliſn there a ſyſtem of law 
more. juſt and ſimple in its principles, leſs in- 
tricate, dubious and dilatory in its proceedings, 
more mild and equitable in its ſanctions, more 
eaſy and more certain in its execution; wherein 
ao man can err through ignorance of what con- 
cerns him, or want juſticr through poverty or 
weakneſs, or eſcape it by legal artifice, or civil 
privileges, or W power; wherein the 
rule 
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rule of conduct ſhall not bei hidden of Jifgniſe 


in the language of principles and cuſtoms thi: | 


died with the barbariſm which gave thembuth, 
wherein haſty formulas ſhall not diſſipate the 
reverence that is due to tlie tribunals and tranſ. 
actions of juſtioe.; wherein obſolete: preſcript 
ſhall not ꝓervert, nor entang]e.nor:impedesthe 
admini ſtration of it, nor in any ãnſtance expoſe 
it to deriſion or to difregardz.wherein:miſropee 
ſentation ſhall have no ſhare in deciding» upin 
right and truth; and under which ino man ſhal 
grow great by the wages of chleanery, or thrive 
by the quarrels that are ruinousta hisemplayers. 
It may be the deſign of providande, im the ney 


world to erect à ſeminary fur the formation of 


more liberal minds than the gdld world ever 
knew; where under an humane and generous 
policy, not formed by piecemeal, not cramped 
by circenhances, not mended:far occaſions; by 
5 ; but conceived in /a-braad compre- 
henſive plan, and founded on the experience of 
numerous ages and communities, human life 
all attain td ſuperiar happineſs, andi dium 
nature to ſuperior perfection; where :alb de 
friends of it ſhall be welcome: and honourable; 
where its oppreſſors fall! hold no dignities; 
where, naturallzed by thein ſufferings, they uln 
fly to it for refuge ſhall ſind a ſanctuary and 
home; Where the common rights of menſhal}be 
reverenced the more ſinderely, and cheriſhed the 
more affectionately for the long · continued dif- 
culties through which they wert eſtabliſhed, wy 


b 
lie thouſand: wounds that bled in their behalf, 
t may be in che purpoſes of providence, beyond 
that friendly ocean to prepare an aſylum from 
the calamities which are coming on a land 
that will not be reformed; neither in its policy, 
nor its conſtitution, nor its character. The 
child which oppreſſion baniſhed, having multi- 
plied the family of Britain, enlarged her naval 
power; increaſed: both her public and her pri- 
vate wealth, and contributed to improve her 
ideas both of civil and religious liberty, grown 
vp into maturity, and having at length eman- 
cipated herſelf from the authority of a parent 
which age, ſhe faid, had made i imperious, ava- 
ritious, and inflexible, may ſtill retain her 
affection for the children of the family, and 
hold out her hoſpitable arms to help them 
and receive them in their time of need. It 
may be that the purpoſes of providence are 
of no ſuch kind. For the puniſhment-of an 
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patience of God, have been ſerved even by her 


of unwilling and indignant ſubjects, to waſte 
the treaſure and the ſtrengrh of Britain, to fink 
her higk-born ſpitit, and to prepare an ab- 
ect people for ſervile burdens, for oppreſſive 
laws, or for deſpotic rule. But none of theſe 
things may be deſigned by providetice. It may 
be, would to God that I might hope it were 


lis purpoſe to turn the heart of the parent to 
the 


ungtateful land, whoſe intereſts, through the 


iniquities, it may be in the deerees of heaven, by 
the gradual ſubjugation and forcible retention 


1 


the n and of the children to the * 
rent, and, after much experience that 
have had of the miſchiefs of diſſention, to give 
all the family of Britain to know how good 
and pleafant a thing it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity. Great is the Lord, and we th 
know him not. His counſels, are unſearch "0 
able, But though. we. cannot penetrate into 
the reſults of preſent circumſtances, we haye 
reaſon to aſſume the conſolation that ariſes from 
a firm and lively faith that God is good, and 
doeth good, and that all his purpoſes 0 Kind, 


10 


Kind- to us they would be, even though hö = 
intention were to reſtrain our luxury by abbre. Wl, 
viating the means of it; to compoſe our levit gua 
by lowering the vivacity which inſpires it; and 
compel us, if it may be, to ſome degree o ite 
manly ſeriouſneſs by dangers, difficulties, and Mtal 
diſtreſſes, and to form both governors and ſub. 
jects to ſobriety. of thought, of paſſion, and ef Wrili 
conduct, by the defalcation of our territories, v7 i op. 
the reduction of our power, by the diminution cz. 
of our wealth, our weight and dignity, and thefeete 
contraction of our attentions to out on ſes upe: 
girt iſle,, In ſuch a caſe; looking back 80 the lyir 
period when Britain's glory diſappeared; en 
might, perhaps, be betrayed to let fall a ted 
at the remembrance of it; but the tear, me 
thinks, ſhould ceaſe to flow, upon the eren 
tion that ſobriety and virtue, with their a 

tural fruits and the bleſſing of the a 
20 | ays 
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loves them, are far better than luxury and 


ambition with their genuine conſequences, 
under the dominien of a ou who hates them. 


| 

| If the diſorders of your government, before 
0 Wl they were become enormous and irreparable, 
„have been either the cauſes or occaſions of 
0 oY awakening a dormant zeal for your conſtitu- 
Ve BY tion and its intereſts , if they have created a 
m prudent vigilanee and orderly activity to ſub- 
a doe or check its depravations ; if the corrup- 
d. tion of ſome of n _ tatives and ſome 
of their ele&ors, has ftirred up in others a 
his WH more earneft wiſh und more : vigorous endea- 


be. yours to purify both the people and their 
vi WM euardians, to keep theſe fairhful to their truſt, 
* and thoſe true to their privileges and their 
4 


intereſts; if the tumults by whick your capi. 
tal was threatened with deſtruction, have been 
the means of enk indling a juſt abhorrence of 
military government en the one hand, and of 
popular licentiouſneſs on the other; if the or- 
alion of theſe tumults has ſuggeſted any juſt 
reflections. on the miſchiefs of prejudice, of 
uperſtition, and intolerance; if your multi: 
lying wars have been, f are to be the means 
rſt of occupying and then petchance of re- 
orming, or extirpating numbers of corrupt ind 
alignant members, who, otherwiſe, having 
mg been the pefts of the cnmunity, and 
ing long diffuſed the comagian of their 
ces far and wide around them, muſt ar 


C length | 
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when the Lord commandeth it not? Withon 


1 


length have paid to juſtice the forfeit of 92 [ 
crimes z if your hoſtilities, -in debaſing pont { 
circumſtances, contribute to amend your cha. e 
racter, and in hurting you for this world to n 
ſerve you for a better; if that war of element, tt 
which with ſuch amazing devaſtation ha c 
poured out its fury on your diſtant ſettlements, eſ 
can engage you to conſider how terrible a thing al 
it is to fall into the hands of the living God; WI ** 
if the ſecret convulſions that haye latel os 
ſhaken and not injured, your own iſland, your . fed 
own country, your own city, can impreſs you do 
with any livelier ſentiments of godly fear and [ta 
pious gratitude ; if all theſe things are thus, IM ©: 
all theſe things are good, and are doing good, kn 
in the midſt of judgment mercy is remembered, effe 
and even for your humiliations you have fer all 
ſon to be glad in the Lord. RE. bes 


& The Lord reigneth, let the earth ober 
This is a ſcripture-inference from an indubitabꝭ 
truth, and an inference of the reaſonablenek 
of which, I am perſuaded, you will all 'apret 
with me. What. more potent argument u 


everlaſting chearfulneſs can you imagine that 
hae the Lord God Almighty e | 


Who is he that ſaith and it cometh to pa 


our heavenly father not a ſparrow falleth to ii 
ground. The very hairs of our heads are 
numbered. Is there evil in the city, faith t | 
| prophe 


„ 


prophet, and the Lord hath not done it? I, 
ſaith God, am the Lord, and there is none 
elſe, 1 form the light. and create darkneſs, I 


4 make peace and create evil, I, the Lord, do all 
« WM theſe things. If ſuch conſiderations .cannot 
% calm tumultuous! paſſions into ſilent acqui- 
ts, eſcence, if the reflection that you and your 


affairs, that all men and their intereſts are 
4, under the diſpoſal of a power that cannot. be 
controlled, which is actuated by the moſt per- 


ou fect goodneſs, and directed by: unerring wiſ- 
you dom, cannot raiſe your hearts, in any circum- 


and WM tance, whether (perſonal, dameſtic, or poli- 
was, dical, into a ſerene, habitual, ſteady joy, I 
od know no conſideration equal to fo defirable an 
red, effect. I ſhould hope that it might be felt by 
all of you to be a cordial comfort under the 
heavieſt preſſures of affliction. I can Conceive, 
and ſo I truſt can you, that if the ſtorm were 


1er Jbos ling round his dwelling, and its walls were 
reeling to their fall, the good man could like 


that grave for himſelf and for his family, when 


thoſe ſhores which European prejudices are co- 
vering with aſhes-and with blood: one day it 


C2 day 


he recollected that it was the choice of God. 
If obſcure, but not for that rne leſs true, tra- 
dition may be credited, there was an iſland” | 
like your own, larger and more important, | 
that ſtretched from the European continent to 


Wat upon the ocean fearleſs and ſecure, deriding 
the waves that died upon its ſhores; the next 
pra it heaved and trembled; and the following 
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ing individual, may, ſhould have power enough 
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day it was no more. Such may be the fawp-of 


Britain. Yet ſtill goſpel- principles, thoſ 
principles which have ſo oft ſuſtainod the dy. 


to ſuſtain a dying kingdom: they may they 
ſhould have power enough to enable the man 
who. ſees his country ſinking with himfeW, ty 
ſay, Amen, Alleluia, for the- Lord: God ny 
potent reigneth. 


In every thing to give thanks, to rejoice 


evermore, are chriſtian, precepts, and chriſtian | 


principles can enable: us. to keep them. Te 
the man who is accuſtamed: to luok at this life 
in the light that eternity reflects upom it, and 
to regard the preſent ſcene: as: his. ſdhodl af 
education for an interminable being, in any 
other light, how diminutive are alk human, 
things! An empire is an atom, and an ages 
moment. In; the fates of: indixiduals, with, v0 


ſpect to their pleaſures, wealth, on fame; im th 


fates of nations, with reſpec toi their intereſti, 


proſperity, and glory, there can be nothing 


that ſhould: check his joy in the contideramon 
that, in whatever names of power and: mayelty: 
mortals: may array themſelves, the throne of 
empire is really filled hy the ever · liuing God: 
In every circumitance,. wheches of public: or of 
private lifa, be and all: men can dn chair duty, 
cam maintain their dignity. can. keep: goa con 
ſcienge-and good hope; pain, ſickneſa, poxrery 


cannot hiaden re; the. battle, the canflagrt- 


tion, 
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che reſt, the intention; is kind, and: the iſſue 
good, and a few-ſhort- days will bring him to- 
that tranſporting moment beyond which pain, 
injuſtice, folly, imperfuction cannot follbw- 
hum, and to hes e ee eee 
tants are all. nn 1 


If a patrick. kings the bee | 0 vir 
tues extends but to-a- few provinees, and laſts. 
but for a few: years, is, av aliirimes; a blefling- 
ſo.devoutly. to be withedt for, what: a fubjetof 
triumph and rejoioing is- it that tliis Kingdom 
and that kingdom, this word and every world 


are governed hy a: Parent. d- That King oft 
kings can never forfeit His right to your allo. 


giance, ean never alienate your affections fromm 
him, can never vacate the tlirone on whick he 
ſits, or oreate im you a- wiſh that he ſhould vac 


cate it: out of his dominions, out of his proteo- 
tion, ou of his. bleſſings you. cannot be; living. 
dying, dead, reviying, you are his ſubhyects and. 

he is your: God. [Rejoice then in the Lord: 

0 ye righteous, op” eie ee 1 


upright 


Again, ee 2 the 
ſame indubitable: truth: is: this; . Phe Lord: 


reigneth, let the earth tremble.” If the ruler of 
the: world: is the righteous Lord: vo loyeth 
ighteouſneſt, the unrighteous;' in whatever 


jak they, * have: cauſe to tremble. m_ n 


tion, the tyrant eannor hindbr this; and, as te 
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in the divine adminiſtration, their crimes 1 
be made to ſerye others while: themſelves, are 

ruined by them, is no very cordial comfart, 
Nor is it to the righteous a direct and:imme:: 
diate cauſe of joy, that by the! conſtitutions 
of the divine government, and as à means 
of accompliſhing its kind intentions towards 
them, they are expoſed, in this preſent ſtate, 
to pains and ſufferings, and liable to be prb. 
miſcuouſly involved, in the ſame general ca- 


lamities, with thoſe of very different character. 
War, oppreſſion, famine, peſtilence, and tem. 
peſt, apparently make no diſtinctions among 
the characters of men: in the ruin that they 
ſpread all: things come alike to all, there is: 
one event to the righteous and the · wicked, 
to che good and to the clean and to the un- 
clean, as is the ſinner ſo is the godly, and he 


that feareth as he that ſweareth an oath; 
Theſe are trying ſcenes, ſufficient, at Jeaſt, to 
correct any irreverent elation, and to keep, us 
humble in the joy that is inſpired by thenge. 
neral reflection that the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth. They might juſtify ſome fear, 
left our faith in this momentous truth ſhould 
fail; and they may require ſome care to keep 
alive that joy in the government of God, which 
it 18 at once our duty and our en to _"_ 
If hoſtilities and ble tach 18 are 
daily infeſting the European Seas; deſtructions 


and depopulations, inch as are harrafſing che 


Weſtern 


(-25:) | 
Weſterti World; defolation and diſmay, ſuch as 

lately ſwept over the Atlantick Iſlands, may 
conſiſt with this ſcene, not of remuneration 
but of diſcipline, and involve at once, in 


ruin and diſtreſs, the moſt worthy with the 
moſt unworthy of mankind, who knows the 


power of God's anger? Stand in awe of him 


and ſin not. In death you will want, in life 


you may want, the comforts of good conſcience. 
Britiſh intereſts are not in vulnerable Britiſh 
fortreſſes are not impregnable, Britiſn power 
is not inſuperable: the tempeſt has made its 
path along your iſland: the battle has bled 
upon your plains: within your memory, your 
capital has tottered on its baſe, and your own 
city too, you bam can tremble. 

Lighter evils that are waniteſtly growing, 
ought, in reaſon, to be interpreted as warn- 
ings to beware of heavier calamities. Serious 
as this conjuncture was, to the thoughtful and 
reflecting mind; when firſt it ſhewed itſelf, it 
ſoon became more ſerious than it was; and it 
is now more ſerious than ever. One might 
alk, in the language of the prophet, If thou haſt 
contended with the footman and he hath wea- 
ried thee, then how canſt thou contend with 
the horſe ? If in the land of peace, wherein 
thou truſtedſt, they have wearied thee, then 
how wilt thou do in the ſwellings: of Jordan ? 


God can ſtill the noiſe of the wayes, and the 


tumults of the people; but, in the preſent 
\ moment, 


* 
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tions, for to thee doth it 9 


| - TW" 
moment, is there any token that he will? The 
clouds are not diſſi pated, the ſtorm is not blown 
over: God be merciful unto us if its fury is 
yet to come. To a mind that will withdraw 


Itſelf from the diſſipations which delude us and 


deprave us, the proſpect which we have in 
view has nothing in it guy or gladiome. It is 
Full of heart:achs and of trials, ſoenes from 
which nature, however fortified by piety, may 
ſnrink and ſtartle, in which we ſhall have 
heed of patience that we may do the will of 


God, and nerd of much good conſcience t 


entertain his viſitations with acquieſcence; 
chrarfulneſs, and hope.—Blefſed are the child- 
leſs—Biefſed are the dead—Fall on us ye moun- 
tains; cover us ye hills. There have been na. 
tional calamities that have extorted ſentiments 
like theſe. God forbid that from any nation 
they ſhould ever be extorted any more. But 
if what has been may be, if ſuch calamitis 
conſiſt with the government of God, and may 
promote the gracious purpoſes of that govern- 
ment, when his judgments are abroad in che 
earth the inhabitants thereof ſhould beam 
righteouſneſs. In ſuch times of trembling and 
aſtoniſnment they will want the comfort which 
righteouſneſs only can adminiſter. Fear God, 
then, O ye inhabitants of Britain; ſtand in 
ae of him, O my country, and fin not. Who 
mall not fear before thee, O thou King of mn. 


Finally 


( 27.) 
Finally, my brethren, let me add this pleaſing 
thought, and therewith let me conclude: If 


the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, then, from 
one end of the earth to the other, by whatever 


ments, whatever intereſts they differ, whoever 
rules, and whatever. ſeparates them, all men 
are fellow-ſubjects of one mighty empire, the 
dependants and the care of the ſame univerſal 
King. Why ſhould we not love as brethren ? 
Why cannot our weapons of war be beaten 
into implements of huſbandry ? Why cannot 
our military expeditions; which teciprocally dif- 


into the kindly intercourſes af free and un- 
reſtricted commerte; without ſelfiſhneſs, with- 
out jcalouſy; without envy ? There is no more 
divine right in nations to aſſume ſuperior di- 
ſtinct ions and excluſive privileges, than: there 
is in kings. Can the rights of freedom, of pro- 


attached to this name or to that latitude ? 
are the birth right of all the ſohs of God. Be 
ey invaded by a tyrant-King or by 4 tyrant- 


guilt che ſame. 


from the Almighty to commit iniquity. His 
Fr lun makes no diſtinctions; his ſtorms make n6 
nally vſtin&tions; the one ſhines with as much com- 


D n 


names, whatever languages, whatever ſenti- 


grace, and deprave, and ruin us, be converted 


perty, of commerce, of equal government, be 


nation, the oppreſſion i is the ſame; and wg 


ls God jnvidiudy- parti to his Abd 
Far be it from God to do wickedneſs, and 
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placency upon your enemies as upon yorir. 
ſelves, and the-gther have no more reſpect for 
your territories than for theirs: How long ſhall 
avarice and ambition be reiterating through 
the world the cry of Abel's blood? How long 
ſhall. brother glory againſt brother, and.triumph 
in his humiliation and diſtreſs? Can it not unite 
you, O ye ſons of men, that ye have all one father 
who pities yqu and loves you, to whom the 
intereſts of all are alike dear, and in whoſe 
ſight the rights of all are equal? That he calls 
to you in the calm ſtill voice of reaſon and of 
conſeience ta compoſe your quarrels and ſub- 
due your animoſities, cannot this diſpoſe you 
to relenting? That he calls to you in the 
louder and indignant language of the hurricane 
and tempeſt, to leave your unbretherly conten- 
tions that ye may behold and conſider hoy 
in his hands ye are, all of you together, only 
as the moth before the wind, cannot this with 
hold you from mutual carnage and deſtruc. 
tion? Come and ſee what deſolations he hath 
made in the earth, and do not lie A 
calamiries of your mg. | 


W cheſe ding cannot touch you, look be- 
fore you to that quiet grave whither, by and 
by, with you, all the actors on this tumul. 
tuous ſcene will be withdrawn, where the mo 
narch will have found his nothirigneſs, and hi 
armies felt their impotence; where the bubbles 
en, and ſhadows that now excite ſuch mighty 
agitation: ' 
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citations; ſhall make no impreſſion on ab 
where your hearts, become cold to every earth 


intereſt, ſhall” at length Fun. and enemies 


their enmity / halt ſlerp, beſide 
each oa in ſeourity and peace. ie 0 1 
Inet ee "Brkt; 12 


If this cannot numimien Mates & thas 


high tribunal, where the ambitious N . 
be aſhamed, at laſt, of the Jow'purſuits, he 


petty trifles, and the /glowawotm glones that. 


ſeduced him; where the ſatiguinary hero ſhall 
nudder at the blood he once ſhed without re- 


morſe, and where no. warrior mall juſtify him- - 


ſelf, but the patriot whoſe ſword: was the 


weapon of defence, and the proves * hs 
injured and rwe | . 


i . 


If this cannot move you to diſcard your 2 
judices; to eurb your ſelfiſhneſs, to abaſti ydur 
paſſions, reciprocally to embrace 28 friends 
and to love as brethren, think again, and yield | 
yourſelves to the benignant influences of the 
thought, that the hour cometh, when, the im- 
perfections of human governments being abo- 
liſhed, and the interfering intereſts of morta- 
lity annihilated, in the city of the living God, 
all the ſincete, though miſguided, children of 
his family, out of every nation, tongue, and 
kindred, even the generations that have fallen 
by each pther's ſwords, looking back on the 
events in which, perhaps, they ſaw. nothing 
vile, and felt nothing kind, ſhall be heard 


Da - throughout 
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6 
throughout all that wide-ſtretched region, 2s 
the voice of a great muſtitude, and as p04 voice 
of many waterz, and a8 the voice of Mighty 


thunderings, exulting together in the govern- 
ment of God, and calling on each other to be 
glad; and to rejoice; and to give honour to 
him, laying Allelyiag tor” the Lord God om- 


nipotent is . 
ee 
2 c res Amen: Adele 
Heeren 5 
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